Brownton City Council Meeting
February 4, 2025
7:00 p.m.

Council Present: Andrea Matheny, Jesse Messner, Rich Pohlmeier, Curt Carrigan, Lori Copler
Staff Present: Lori Cacka, Chad Draeger, Larry Warzecha
Visitors Present: Harlow Karg

Mayor Pohimeier called the meeting to order.

Resident Harlow Karg asked why the siren in town hasn’t been working. Council informed him that we were testing
the settings. We will turn it back on when we get things figured out. He also asked about having the heat turned
higher at the community center when the monthly card group meets. Council advised the Deputy Clerk to monitor
the heat when groups meet.

Motion by Council Member Matheny, seconded by Council Member Carrigan and carried to approve the consent
agenda with the change to resolution #2025-010, instead of steps it should read railing, as follows: Approve minutes
of the regular meeting on 1/7/2025. Approve February Treasurers Report. Approve payment of the claims and
payroll including check numbers 46968-47043, 397-410, 800566-800576 in the amount of $281,023.78. Approve
new bills written/to be written. 2025 -011

Public Works submitted their report. Sealcoating packets have been sent out and they should be ready for the March
meeting. There is a water leak by the chemical building at the plant. We will wait until spring to fix it with the ground
frozen yet. McLeod Coop will be putting in a new service for Mediacom on 1%t Ave S. There was a power outage by 6
Ave N and 3™ St N on Saturday. Someone backed into a power pole and knocked off a 3-phase wire. That will be paid
for by the resident. There are 2 quotes for a new mower to replace 2018 Exmark that has over 800 hours. Well #2
new flooring isn’t sloped enough so the water doesn’t go to the drain. SEH and Hjerpe have been notified. He also
presented a quote from Kohls Sweeping Service, Inc. for $3,231 to restripe various locations within town, he is
hoping to have it completed early summer.

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Brownton, to approve the quote from Kranz Lawn & Power for $7,799 to
purchase a 2024 Lazer Z E-Series lawn mower.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was introduced and moved for adoption by Council Member Carrigan, seconded by
Council Member Copler, and with all present voting in favor thereof, said resolution was declared duly passed and
adopted. 2025-012

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Brownton, to approve the striping quote from Kohls Sweeping Service, Inc for
$3,231 to restripe the areas indicted on the quote.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was introduced and moved for adoption by Council Member Copler, seconded by
Council Member Messner and with all present voting in favor thereof, said resolution was declared duly passed and
adopted. 2025 -013

Chief Koford submitted their report. Officer Dahlke will be starting with us this week. The department is wondering
what to do with non-identifiable dog at large. There isn’t a vet clinic within 30 miles that will take them for us. They
asked that the Deputy Clerk conduct a search in a 50 mile radius and see if she can come up with some options.
Council asked that the Chief compile an inventory of all police department equipment so we know what we have. The
Clerk will contact the city attorney about the storage unit in town.

The Clerk continues to work on year end/new year reports. The auditor will be here next week so we’ve been
working on getting that stuff ready for her. Our Fund Balance software is being phased out at the end of 2025. The
Deputy has been contacting other cities to see what they are using. It is not in our current budget. The Clerk gave
updates on the clean-up day, building permits and rental inspections. Do we want to do another clean-up day this



spring? Council would like to schedule another clean-up day this spring. The Clerk will set up a meeting with Dan
Jochum, from The City of Hutchinson, to talk about building inspections.

The residential bill for tree trimming was brought up again. Council Member Carrigan rescinded his original motion
2024-081 from November 2024.

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Brownton, to rescind motion 2024-081 to pay $500 to Neubarth Lawn Care &
Landscaping for a tree trimming bill for trimming done around electrical lines.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was introduced and moved for adoption by Council Member Carrigan, seconded by
Council Member Copler and with all present voting in favor thereof, said resolution was declared duly passed and
adopted. 2025 -014

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Brownton, to approve to pay $200 to Neubarth Lawn for a tree trimming bill for
trimming done around electrical lines.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was introduced and moved for adoption by Council Member Carrigan, seconded by
Council Member Copler and with all present voting in favor thereof, said resolution was declared duly passed and
adopted. 2025 -015

Ordinance Title I: General Provisions was discussed. The Clerk went over some basic items listed in this ordinance.
There were no questions and this one should be good to go.

The community center and cemetery plot fees that were tabled from last month was discussed. The cemetery plot
charges from surrounding communities were looked at. They recommended no changes at this time. Community
Center fees were looked at next. There was some discussion and it was decided to table it to next month’s meeting.

The Police Chief search was discussed. Council had a long discussion on how they want to proceed with the chief
search. Council Member Matheny handed out a list of possible questions for Council to pick out to ask the applicants.
Mayor Pohimeier and Council Member Matheny will be the contact point for interviews with Council Member
Carrigan as a backup. They also feel that there should be some outside police representation for the interviews.
Council Member Matheny will contact a few of the police advisors to see if they would be available to help us out.
We will also need to find an organization to do our background checks going forward.

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A DONATION TO THE CITY
WHEREAS, the City of Brownton is generally authorized to accept donations of real and personal property pursuant
to Minnesota Statutes Section 465.03 et seq. for the benefit of its citizens and is specifically authorized to accept
gifts.
WHEREAS, the following persons and entities have offered to contribute the cash amounts set forth below to the
city:

Name of Donor Recipient Amount
Jeanette Neubarth BFD $50.00
UFC BFD $500.00
Ramaker & Associates BFD $600.00
Deb Donnay Civic Center Donation $25.00

WHEREAS, all such donations have been contributed to the city for the benefit of its citizens, as allowed by law; and
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it is appropriate to accept the donations offered.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BROWNTON, MINNESOTA AS FOLLOWS:
1. The donations described above are accepted and shall be used to establish and/or operate services either alone or
in with others, as allowed by law.
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION was introduced and moved for adoption by Council Member , seconded by Council
Member and with all present voting in favor thereof, said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

2025 - 016



Building permits were handed out. The next meeting will be March 4, 2025. BFD Relief Association Annual Meeting is
scheduled for 2/26/2025.

Meeting was adjourned.
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Minutes to be presented for approval 3/4/2025

Lori Cacka, City Clerk
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DELTA DENTAL PLAN OF MINNESOTA
GLENCOE COOP ASS'N
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RS FIBER COOP
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UNITED FARMERS COOPERATION
VOID
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MCLEOD COOP POWER ASS'N
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ALLINA HEALTH SYSTEM
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CURTIS CARRIGAN

CUSTOMIZED FIRE RESCUE TRNG
DESIGN ELECTRIC INC

GOPHER STATE ONE-CALL
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